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Section 1 
Construction Site 
Best Management Practices 
1.1 Introduction 
On July 15, 1999, the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) issued the “National 
Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Permit, Statewide Storm Water Permit and Waste 
Discharge Requirements (WDRs) for the State of California, Department of Transportation 
(Caltrans)” (Order No. 99-06-DWQ, NPDES No. CAS000003) hereby called “Permit”. The Permit 
regulates storm water discharges from Caltrans properties, facilities and acti vities, and requires that 
Caltrans’ construction program comply with the requirements of the “NPDES General Permit, 
Waste Discharge Requirements (WDRs) for Discharges of Storm Water Runoff Associated with 
Construction Activity” (Order No. 99-08-DWQ, NPDES No. CAS000002) (General Permit) issued 
by the SWRCB, to regulate discharges from construction sites that disturb 5 acres or more.  
Beginning March 10, 2003, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and SWRCB regulations  
will regulate discharges from projects with soil disturbance of 1 acre or more by amending the  
General Permit and thus including coverage of projects with soil disturbance of 1 acre or more.  
SWRCB Resolution No. 2001-46 modified provisions of the General Permit that require permittees  
to implement specific water quality sampling and analytical procedures implemented on a  
construction site. 
1.2 Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) and Water  
Pollution Control Program (WPCP) 
Caltrans requires contractors to prepare and implement a program to control water pollution 
effectively during the construction of all projects (see Standard Specification Section 7 -1.01G Water 
Pollution). Projects resulting in 0.4 hectares (ha) [1 ac] or more of soil disturbance are subject to the  
General Permit. Caltrans Special Provisions require that for larger projects, defined as those  
resulting in 0.4 ha (1 ac) or more of soil disturbance, Contractors prepare and submit a Storm Water  
Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP). When a SWPPP is required for a project, it  will satisfy the 
requirements of Standard Specification Section 7-1.01G, in addition to meeting other permit  
requirements. 
Caltrans requires that a Water Pollution Control Program (WPCP) addressing control measures be  
prepared and implemented by the construction contractor for projects resulting in soil disturbance of  
less than 0.4 ha (1ac). For detailed step-by-step procedures, instructions and templates to prepare a  
SWPPP or a WPCP, refer to the Caltrans Storm Water Quality Handbooks, Storm Water Pollution 
Prevention Plan (SWPPP) and Water Pollution Control Program (WPCP) Preparation Manual 

If two (2) or more small projects [less than 0.4 ha (1 ac) of soil disturbance] in the same corridor are  
part of a larger common plan of development [0.4 ha (1 ac ) or more], then these small projects are  
also subject to the requirements of the General Permit to develop and implement a SWPPP.  
1.3 Organization of this Manual 
This Storm Water Quality Handbooks, Construction Site Best Management Practices Manual  
(manual) is intended to provide Contractors and Caltrans staff with detailed information of  
construction site BMPs. This Manual is organized as follows:  
_ Section 1 provides an introduction to the Construction Site Best Management Practices (BMPs)  
Manual. 
_ Section 2 provides instructions for the selection and implementation of construction site BMPs.  
_ Section 3 provides listing and working details for Caltrans construction site BMPs for  


