
Message from the Minister Energy, Water & Communications

WORLD Telecommunication Day is celebrated on May 17 annually. This year, the day 

carries an added significance as today has also been identified as "World Information 

Society Day". This is indeed very timely as we too in Malaysia are aiming towards 

developing our own information-rich society. We have come a long way from our very 

first Internet connection; we now have 3.7 million Internet dial-up subscribers and 

490,630 broadband subscribers. We have also recorded tremendous growth since our 

very first cellular phone call, with a penetration rate of 74 per cent for mobile phone 

services.

In fact, overall mobile revenue recorded RM14.7 million in 2005, mostly driven by SMS 

and ringtones and song downloads. National coverage of mobile communications, with 

the cooperation of mobile operators and also content providers, is what we can look 

forward to. We have set the blueprint to propel Malaysia in the delivery of advanced 

information, communications and multimedia services towards improving the quality of 

life of Malaysians and at boosting our global competitiveness. We call this blueprint the 

Malaysian Information, Communications and Multimedia Services 886 Strategy 

(MyICMS 886) which will chart the nation's ICT path up to 2010. MyICMS 886 will 

create a catalytic cycle by enhancing existing investments in ICMS infrastructure that 

will support future growth of ICMS services. Among the services we can look forward to 

are mobile TV, digital multimedia broadcasting, digital homes, high speed broadband and 

Internet telephony. Underlying the various infrastructures, services and growth areas is 

the need for cybersecurity. Confidence in online trade, commerce,banking, tele-medicine, 

e-government is imperative and it is thus apt that the theme for this year's World 

Telecommunication Day is Promoting Global Cybersecurity. Another important critical 

success factor that will see us move towards being an info-rich society is undoubtedly the 

need to bridge the digital divide. 

To this end, we need to look at ensuring the success of the One Home, One Internet 

Access efforts through more equitable access to affordable PCs and online services. We 

will continue our efforts to ensure that all Malaysian have equal access to Internet-based 

information. On this note, ICT education has to be intensified - from kindergarten to post 

graduate studies, from rural districts to urban city dwellers. Let us take some time today 

to look at the ICT around us; our mobile handphones, desktop PCs and laptops, PDAs, e-

mails and fixed telephone lines. 

One way or another, we are becoming more dependent on our numerous ICT equipment; 

soon ICT will be a ubiquitous aspect of our lives. Together, we can ensure that our 

society is well able to meet the demanding needs of being a fully developed nation in 

2020.

K-community in the making

UNDER the Ninth Malaysian Plan (9MP), the Government approved RM150 million to 

develop Universal Service Provision (USP) projects until 2010. These projects will not 


