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A Caterpillar D10N bulldozer 

A Liebherr bulldozer with ripper at the back 

A bulldozer is a crawler (caterpillar tracked tractor), equipped with a substantial 

metal plate (known as a blade), used to push large quantities of soil, sand, rubble, etc, 

during construction work. The term "bulldozer" is often used to mean any heavy 

engineering vehicle, but precisely, the term refers only to a tractor (usually tracked) 

fitted with a dozer blade. That is the meaning used herein. 

History of the word 

 Around 1880: In the USA, a "bull-dose" was a large and efficient dose of any 

sort of medicine or punishment. 'Bull-dosing' meant a severe whipping or 

coercion, or other intimidation such as at gunpoint.  

 1800s: term used in engineering for a horizontal forging press.  

 1886: "bulldozer" meant a large-caliber pistol and the person who wielded it.  

 Late 1800s: "bulldozing" meant using big force to push over or through any 

obstacle.  

 Later: applied to the vehicle.  

These appeared as early as 1929, but were known as "bull grader" blades, and the 

term "bulldozer blade" did not appear to come into widespread use until the mid 

1930s, and now refers to the whole machine not just the attachment. In contemporary 

usage, "bulldozer" is often shortened to "dozer". 

Description 

Most often, bulldozers are large and powerful tracked engineering vehicles. The 

tracks give them excellent ground hold and mobility through very rough terrain. Wide 

tracks help distribute the bulldozer's weight over large area (decreasing pressure), thus 

preventing it from sinking in sandy or muddy ground. Extra wide tracks are known as 

'swamp tracks'. Bulldozers have excellent ground hold and a torque divider designed 

to convert the engine's power into dragging ability , letting the bulldozer use its own 

weight to push very heavy things and remove obstacles that are stuck in the ground. 

The Caterpillar D9, for example, can easily tow tanks that weigh more than 70 tons. 

Because of these attributes, bulldozers are used to clear areas of obstacles, shrubbery, 

burnt vehicles, and remains of structures. 


